But with his retirement from his professorship in 1929 his scientific activities came to an end with his public duties. He had not been merely Professor of Pathology, but he had been responsible in the University for the teaching of bacteriology and medical jurisprudence. He had been pathol6gist to the Royal Victoria Hospital and to the Mater Infirmorum Hospital. He was for many years pathologist and bacteriologist to the City of Belfast. He had performed innumerable post-mortems, and he was often called upon in criminal cases as a witness for the prosecution,. where his precise and accurate evidence and his imperturbability under crossexamination made him an admired witness. All these activifies came to an end simultaneously, and there is little doubt that the sudden transition from a life full of varied and interesting activities to one of almost complete inactivity seriously affected his physical health. But it did not affect the natural acuteness of his mind, his remarkable memory, or his general intellectual interests. The poetry of Virgil, the most refined and humane of poets, had strong attraction for the humanity and refinement which were the chief notes of his own character, and he spent much time in careful study of the Aeneid. There were few works of importance in modern philosophical speculation which escaped his attention, and he read eagerly everything which he could find to help him to understand Plato. He was modest in expressing his own views upon such high questions, but he had pondered them long and earnestly, and seemed to have reached some inner certainty which gave to him the strength, the courage, and the serenity of mind that enabled him to bear the slow failure of his bodily powers and the increasing and almost constant pain which during his later years he had to endure.
ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL, BELFAST THE Medical School of the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast, was opened for the session 1937-8 on Thursday, 14th October, 1937. Mr. Henry Hanna occupied the chair, and Dr. F. P. Montgomery gave the address (published elsewhere in this number of the Journal). Before doing so, Dr. Montgomery referred to the resignations of three members of the staff. Two of these, Professor R. J. Johnstone and Mr. J. A. Craig, retired on reaching the age limit, he said, while the third, Professor J. S. Young, had left to occupy the Chair of Pathology at the University of Aberdeen.
Professor Johnstone, one of the most versatile men of his generation, had been engaged in the teaching of medical students for over forty years. A former holder of the Coulter Exhibition and a University Studentship, he was also Demonstrator of Anatomy and Pathology, and retiring disposition, but no one has ever put more painstaking effort into the routine duties of the work of this hospital. I have been able to unearth only one minor lapse in Mr. Craig's otherwise brilliant career, and that was when he returned from Vienna with a Tyrolese hat and a flowing beard, at once the envy and despair of his colleagues. The hat and the beard have long since been forgotten, but I feel that it will be very long ere Mr. Craig's work for this hospital and the Belfast Medical School will fade from our memories. I can-assure him that it is the unanimous wish of his colleagues, friends, and students that he may long be spared to enjoy that leisure which he has so richly earned. "Professor J. S. Young, a distinguished graduate of the University of Glasgow, occupied the post of pathologist to this hospital for the past six years. During his short stay he assembled the nucleus of one of the finest clinico-pathological exhibits in existence, and introduced giant sections of tumours. His chief contribution to this school lay in the establishment of close co-operation and contact between the pathologist and the clinicians, a state of affairs which we hope will always continue. We wish him every success in his new sphere of work. I have much pleasure in extending a very hearty welcome on your behalf to three new members of the honorary staff-Mr. H. C. Lowry, Mr. F. A. MacLaughlin, and Professor J. H. Biggart."
